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Community Care Network-Rutland Mental Health Services Awarded SAMHSA Grant 

to Become Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic 

 

 Rutland, VT- September 27, 2022- Community Care Network’s Rutland Mental Health Services 

has been awarded a multi-year Planning, Development and Implementation grant from the U.S. 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to become a Certified 

Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC). The four-year, $3.9 million grant to Rutland Mental 

Health Services begins October 1.  The CCBHC-PDI grant program is designed to support behavioral 

health care providers with planning and support to come into compliance with the CCBHC 

Certification Criteria within one year of participating in the CCBHC-PDI program.  

 

According to SAMHSA, which is part of the Department of Health and Human Services, the purpose of 

the competitive CCBHC Planning, Development and Implementation (PDI) grants are to help to 

transform community behavioral health systems and provide comprehensive, coordinated behavioral 

health care by establishing new CCBHC programs. CCBHCs provide person- and family-centered 

integrated services. The CCBHC-PDI grant program assists organizations in the planning for and 

development and implementation of a CCBHC that meets the national CCBHC Certification Criteria; 

provides a comprehensive range of outreach, screening, assessment, treatment, care coordination, 

and recovery supports based on a needs assessment that aligns with the CCBHC Certification Criteria; 

and supports recovery from mental illness and/or substance use disorders by providing access to 

high-quality mental health and SUD services, regardless of an individual’s ability to pay.  

 

“This is a transformational grant for Rutland Mental Health Services and the behavioral health 

programs we offer,” said Dick Courcelle, Chief Executive Officer for Community Care Network. “These 

grants are highly competitive, and the federal CCBHC model is the next generation, so to speak, for 

community behavioral health organizations. We are excited to begin our journey to become a CCBHC, 

because the model offers great enhancements and benefits to the community-based behavioral 

health system of care.” Currently, there are over 400 CCBHCs operating across the country, as either 

CCBHC grantees or clinics participating in their states’ Medicaid demonstration.  
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CCBHCs are required to provide nine core services, which they can provide directly or through formal 

relationships with Designated Collaborating Organizations. These include Crisis Services; Treatment 

Planning; Screening, Assessment, Diagnosis & Risk Assessment; Outpatient Mental Health and 

Substance Use Services; Targeted Case Management; Outpatient Primary Care Screening and 

Monitoring; Community-Based Mental Health Care for Veterans; Peer, Family Support and Counselor 

Services; and Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services.  

 

Laura Kass, LICSW, Chief Services Officer for Rutland Mental Health Services, said that the agency will 

focus on integrated care services and approaches to address documented needs of sub-populations, 

including adults with substance use disorders, youth with serious emotional disturbance, rural older 

adults challenged by mental illness and substance misuse, and intensive behavioral health care 

outreach to members of the armed forces and veterans. “The grant gives us the opportunity to 

greatly enhance the array of services we currently offer as a Designated Agency, and provide more 

integrated and coordinated care,” said Kass.  

 

As a Designated Agency, Rutland Mental Health Services provides many of the community-based 

Behavioral Health services required of a CCBHC. “The PDI grant provides the additional resources to 

increase our services and outreach, including investment in the people and systems to do so,” said 

Courcelle.  The CCBHC grant will be staffed by a number of new positions strategic to the success of 

the initiative, according to Courcelle.  

 

Laura Kass said that the CCBHC model is designed to ensure access to coordinated comprehensive 

behavioral health care. “A CCBHC is designed to provide a comprehensive array of services and 

standards so that people who need behavioral health care do not fall through the gaps in the care 

system or are unable to coordinate their care across multiple providers.” SAMHSA requires that 

CCBHCs must provide care coordination to help people navigate behavioral health care, physical 

health care, social services, and the other systems they are involved in, said Kass.  

 

# # # 

 

About Community Care Network: CCN is comprised of Rutland Mental Health Services and Rutland 

Community Programs. The programs of Community Care Network serve more than 3,000 people each 

year throughout Rutland County and are focused on improving the health and well-being of residents 

and their families living with mental illness, developmental disabilities and substance use disorders. 

www.rmhsccn.org. 

 

For more information about the SAMHSA-CCBHC program, please visit:  

https://www.samhsa.gov/certified-community-behavioral-health-clinics 
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